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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Hiring Research 't eams lbr l'olicy Research Sludies

Thc Demosratic Socialisl Republic ol Sri Lanka ha. received a Credil from International Development AssociatioD
(lDA) ofthc World Bar)k to$ards thc cosl 01-thc ASMP and irlcllds b appl) pal1 ofthe proceeds ofthis Crcdil lo
cligible payrnenls lo hire multi- and inter-disciplinary research teams Irom the Nat iona I Agricu lture l{esearch System
of Sri Lanka. including qualified universities. other public and privatc scctor organi?alions and rcgistelcrl
prolessiorral associations ol_ Sri I anka to undcnake Agricnllure Polic) Rcscarch Sludies on one or more of the
follo1ving research rhemes.

l. Agricultural Land, covering a review of acts and regulations related to agricultural lands in Sri t-anka; a
quantitative anal)sis ofthe relationship between land and farm productivit) vs fragmentation and propefty rights to
Iand. and an assessment ofeffecls ofvarious land regulalions and policies on land use paftem using a multi sector
cquilibrium model

2. Agriculture Produclivi(y. covcr;ng ar cstimation ofpanial and rolal laclor produclivilics ofkel agrioultural
sub-sectors in Sri I-anka (rice, selected liuits, vegetables, dairy etc.), and an assessnrcnt ofthc cflccts ofpublic
iDvestmcnts. such ar research. extension, rural roads, irliga(i(nr, insurance, finance etc. orr productiv;ly ol-sclcclcd
agricullLrral sub-scclors.

3. Agricultural Production Rclationships. covering a mera annllsis ind estimation ofproduction relationships
to idenriry technical and resource allocation efficiency in agricultural production irr Sri Lanka *ith special emphasis
on seed policl, mechanization policy, agricultural input policy, an eraluation of the economic effects of cash

subsid) prograrn lor lca;lilcri and an evaluatioir ofaltcrnalivc polic"- options lo inorease efficienol' of allocation of
irrigation \!ater.

:1. 'l'cchnology AdoItion, covcring a rcvie\l ofthe regulator) liame$,ork in Sri Lanka wilh rcspeot lo
technologr" adoption, scale up and spill-ins *ith special emphasis on the agricultural research

extcnsion-educalioD syslcm, privatc sccbr par-licipalion in R&D and exteDsion- policies goveflring
innovations aDd intellectual propery rights.

5. Food Safei]-. covering an assessment ofthe degree ofadoplion ofcultivatioD and fbod processing
pracliccs lo improvc lood saltr] along lhc valuc cha;n wilh spccial cmphasis on and irslilulioral
arrrngcmcnls 1(r enhance food safcl).

6. Crop Insuran€e, co\,ering an assessmenl ollho cll-ccliycncss o1-dillircnl agricul(ural insuranoc
schcDics vi\ i vis altcnrative risk nranaqenrent schemes focusins oD clinrate chaDge. natural disasters.
and pesl damages.



7. Innora(i\ctl2rkclingStratcgics.cover;lrgareviewofkeltealuresofbusinessesDrodelsadoptediD
Sri Lankr and orhU dc!.krPi18 courlrics ir susr.lifat)l) co rccti,rg srrrall lan cr! ro glotr{l \aluc chains; an

anallsis ofoonduciveness otpolic] fralnc\!ork to prLrDLn. agricLrltural e\poflsr an elaluatioD ofeconomlc
impacts o1 taril1. para-larill and non-t.ui['banicrs, rnd lrade agrccmcnls] and e\aminalion oI plrlcnlial
market failures \\'jth specialenphasis on lobbling power.

8. Food Consumption, Nutritior and Hcalth, covering an analysis of structural changc in food consumption
patlcm across scctors and incomc classes in Sri Lanka, and assessment ofthe effects ol'agricuhural and fbod price
and tax policies to safeguard farm producers and urban consunrers on the status of food security and food industry
performances; and an assessment ofthe economic potential ofdomestic production to meet priority food needs.

9. Agricultural Labor Markels, covcring an assessmenl of labor produclivily in major agricultural sub sectors
with special emphasis of feminization. ageing, ouFmigration, part time farming etc. and policy measures to
improve agricuhure's compelitiveness lhrough \,vomen and youth parlicipation.

10. Agriculture-Envirotrmetrt Trade-offs, covering an assessmenl of financial. economic and environmental
sustainability ofaltcrnative l-arm ing systems and identilicalion ofpolicics to speed up adaplation mechanisms to
cli'nate change shocks: and an evaluation ofthe ecological consequences ofvarious agricultural practices with
special focus on conventional agriculture and ecological agriculture.

The selected research teams are expected to design research projects covering one or more of the research topics
listed under each ofabove theme separately. conduct researches, and present the results at a policy conference that is
due to be organized by the ASMP al the end of 2018.
(Please visit http://wwu -agrimin.gov.lk-/web/index.php/en /prcjecl-/ I 2-proj ect /841-agriculture-sector
modcmization-projcct for thc research topics and more details).

Thc ASMP Projcct Managcm€nt Unit ofthc Ministry ofAgriculturc now invites qualified research teams to indicate
their interests in providing the service. Interested research teams must produce their Expression of lnterest (EOI),
indicating thal they are quali{led to perlorm the service and the experiences of research teams in research project
maragement and similar assignments in the recent past. Partnerships with illtemational research agenc,es are

encoumged.

The template for the EOI can be obtained by visitiig the Website ofthe MOA or e-mailing to the foilowing e-rnail
address ofthe ASMP.

The EOls will be evaluated by a technical committee appointed by the MOA and the shortlisted research teams will
be requested to submit full technical proposals and financial proposals to be considered for funding. The selected

research leams will be invited lo make presentations 1o a selected audience with govemment and private sector
stakeholders before finalizing the relevant contracts. The research grant willcoverthe consultant fees, honoraria for
staff, local lravel, and consumables. Please note that funding for any equipment, including compulers will not b€

Project Director
Project Managemert Unit
Agriculture Sector Modemization Project,
Ministry of Agriculture
288. Sri J ayewardenepura Mawalha.
Rajagiriya.
EIl)ail: agriculturesectonnodemizalionproject@hotmail.com
T -P: OO94 I 12 8'72 09319'7

Ext. I I28 Asoka Jayakody, I 129 R S Malawathnthri (Wo,*ins Hours: 9.00 a.nr. 4.00 p.m.)

Interest research teams may obtain flrrther information at the address below during office hourc.
[,OIs must be de]irered by rcgistcrcd post to thc address bclow by 7th Dccembcr, 2017. Plcasc indicalc "EOIS
for Policy Research Projects: Theme ofthe Research project" on the left hand top corner ofthe envelop.


